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A you have annexed to your Magazine for Manch * the Reſo- 
ſolutions of the Committee of the Crown and Anchor Aſſo- 

ciation, reſpecting Mr. Thomas Law, I rely upon your Can- 

dor for the inſertion of that Letter winch formed the n of 

their . ; and am 
| | EN, Your, &c. VIN D E * 
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ins enn of the Aci foo 


3 and Property. 


By THOMAS LAW; Eſq. | 
One of the Committee of that Society. 


Feel it incumbent upon me to aſſign to you the reaſons 
which have influenced me to abſent myſelf from the Sub-com- 
mittee of Correſpondence ; and in explanation of my conduct, I 
11 -driefly recapitulate my motiyes for firſt uniting with your Al- 


We take the earlieſt opportunity of unis this Leiter at the End of our 
"hy for 8 Y, in the ſame ſituation as che Reſolutions appeared. Epir. 


SS | ſociationg 


1 


her natural weapons, free argument and debate; Errors ceaſing 
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ſociation, as well as Py proceedings as a Member of the * 0 
Committee. | | 

* had juſt e 1 f property to the natives of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Benares, by a fixation of land- tax, and an abolition of. 
all internal impoſitions, or, to uſe words of authority, © A new. 
* Conſtitution had been announced to many millions of the Afatic . 
* fubjects of Great Britain,” and I was rejoicing in this Lappy Wl « 
iſſue of my exertions, when I peruſed*your advertiſement, wherein 
you avowed yourſelves to be private men unconnected with any 
*« party or deſcription of perſons at home, taking no concern in MI «: 
« ſtruggles at this moment making abroad, but moſt ſeriouſy WM «: 
6 anxious to preſerve the true liberty and unexempled proſperity (s 
« we happily enjoy in this kingdom.” My halt immediately WI. «« 
informed me that I could zealouſly and firmly co-operate in ſuch 7 
a cauſe, and with ſuch independency : and I accordingly ſubſcribed 

my name. Exe 10 

Upon the firſt day that J became a 8 of the above - men · Wl « 
tioned Committee, when the ſuppreſſion of inflammatory publi- 
cations was introduced as our primary project, I recommended, as . 
a previous meaſure, the counteraction of their effects by cheap ( 
pamphlets, and alſo the purport of the following extract from an « 
Act of the Aſſembly of Virginia to corroborate my argument 
« That it is time enough for the rightful purpoſes of Civil Go- 1 
« yernment, for its officers to interfere, when principles break out 
% into overt-a@s againſt peace and good order; and that Tzuru . 
« js great and will prevail, if left to herſelf; that ſhe is the proper . 
' 6 and ſufficient antagoniſt to ExzoR, and has nothing to fear WM « 
c from the conflict, unleſs by human interpoſition diſarmed of 


« to be dangerous, when it is permied freely to contradit 
e them.“ 
« The Gentlemen of the 8 approved of my 3 
and I had the pleaſure to ſee mildneſs the feature of our delibera- 
tions that day; but ſhortly after this, perceiving with regret, 4 


deviation from your original prateſſion. to take no concerns , 
6 the 
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arged 


neal, 
on of 
new 
ſiatic 
:appy 
erein 
1 any 
rn in 
outly 
erity 
ately 
ſuch 
ribed 


Committee to counteract by cheap publications 
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te the ſtrugales abroad,” I felt myſelf compelled t to deliver the fol- 
lowing opinion in writing: | 5 

„ When I had the the honour to receive a Letter from the e- 
« cretary of this Society, I replied, * That, without adverting to 
« the politics of other countries, I ſhould be happy ta co-operate 
« for preſerving merry and property againſt Republicans and 
« Levellers in my own.” 

« | conceived it to be the expreſs intention of the enlarged 
the deluſive doc- 
6 trines of ſeditious libellers; I uſed the language of moderation 
te. the firſt day, and had the ſatis faction to be elected, by ſtrangers 
© to mie, for one of the Sch-Committ=e ; but, as we have lately 


„ jntroduced animadverff ons upon the F rench, 1 feel it incum- 


ent upon me to diſſent therefrom. | 
We are looked up to as the germ of other Aſſociations; and it 
« is not our duty, I truſt, to revive national antipathies, which 


have ſo long diſtradted France and Great Britain. The ſituation of 


« the old government of France hears no analogy to that of Great 
Britain; 262 have not a Baſtile to deftroy—te have not a trial 
« by jury to eſtabliſh, - The people of Great Britain are, I hope, 
© conſcious' of the bleflings of a fræe government, and are aware 
% how very little they have to gain, and how very much to life by any 
Revolution. 

« If any emiſſaries are attempting to alienate the attachment of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in this country, I will cordially unite in 
their dete ion and apprehenſion, but I cannot coincide with 
« the Gentlemen of this Committee, in cenſuring the conduct of 


| * any other Government, let it be ever ſo erroneous, or in ac- 


* cuſing it ofꝰ trying to ſubvert our Conſtitution, as it may com- 


* plain to our Government of ſuch attacks, and call upon us for 
* 

« | move therefore that all our reaſonings, and that all our exer- 
„tions, ſhall be directed againlt any falle doctrines, and againſt 
* all ſeditious words, writings, and actions whatſoever, and by 
| | * whom. 


* * 2 
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© whomſoever, and that we do not introduce the F ck, unle 
e to ſhew their arguments and meaſures cannot be plied to 
© us. - 

| | © (Signed,) a . 15 


Upon this occaſion I was gratified by ſeeing the Committee 

eraſe thoſe animadverſions which they had previouſly reſolved 

upon, becauſe deliberation ſhewed them to be unfounded. 

The moderation of our meaſures for a few days afterwards af. 

forded me the fincereſt ſatisfaction; but I felt equal ſurpriſe and 
regret, when the owing proceedings took place on the 11th 
inſtant. 

* A Committee of Correſpondence to be demie! to conſiſt 
4 of five members. 

38, Lhe Committee may do immediately whatever is ſug- 
& veſted by letters, or prepare for the General Committee. 

« 2dly, To apply to Government to direct the Solicitor of the 
« Treaſury to attend to the ſuggeſtions of this Society. This to 
* be done by the Chairman and the Attorney-General.” 

© Having been preſent when anonymous letters were received, 
darkly accufing ſome of the firſt characters in this kingdom, and 
even his Majeſty's officers, which when conveyed to Government 
muſt neceſſarily excite alarm and diſtruſt, and conſidering that in- 
dividuals, however innocent, had no means of refuting clandeſtine 
calumnies ; I propoſed . That the Committee of Five be directed to 
burn all anonymous letters accuſing individuals ;'* but this pro- 
poſition was ſuppreſſed by carrying the previous queſtion againſt it. 
As I deemed myſelf reſponſible for my conduct to the Aſſociation 
at large, I requeſted the Preſident to record the above proceeding, 
but he refuſed, I next ſtated to the Committee that ** fince every 
* motion and every voting formed part of our proceedings, | 
6 hoped the foregoing would be entered,” but, it being put to the 


vote, it was negatived. 
6e In 


les 


to 
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. 


„In this predicament I am neceſſitated to enumerate theſe par- 
ticulars in this lettes, that reference may be had to it, ſhould any 
one attribute inconſiſtency to me, or charge me with a dereliftion 
of principle. I am fincerely attached to my Sovereign and the 
Conſtitution of this Government, and I am ready to aſſiſt in bring- 
ing any traitor to puniſhment; but I ſhould condemn myſelf as a 


falſe friend to all, if I acted in any meaſure which tended in my 


opinion to fruſtratè the intention of its promoters, and to alienate 


; public affection. 


« | have aſked myſelf, <* Whether I ſhould do unto others, as I 


« would they ſhould do unto me, by admitting and peruſing 


anonymous letters — Whether confidence, that band of harmony 
in ſociety, muſt not be broken by ſuch a meaſure? Whether ſuſ- 
picion has not cauſed horrid aſſaſſinations and convulſions ?— 
Whether any kind of inquiſitorial body does not irritate to com- 
motions ? In ſhort, my conſcience has admoniſhed me, that my 
Jove of my country, and my deſire of its tranquillity, all pro- 
\hibit concealment. : 

it will be urged, that it is not neceſſary to act upon the in- 
formation of nameleſs writers. Why then, I aſk, ſhall we wound 
our minds with baleful impreſſions, by peruſing theſe letters? 
And why let men be ſunk in eſtimation, whom we might other- 


wiſe admire ?—T'be accuſed, and the perſon receiving the accu- 
ation, are both injured by an anonymous letter, if any impreſſion 


is made by it; every +Cibunal in this country requires the im- 
peacher to confroat the perten arraigned, without which we could 
not boaſt that we lived rar Lemporum felicitate ubi licet ſentire 
quod velis et dicere quod ſem.'as- But why do ] expatiate on 
this head? 1 truſt that you cannot but approve the principle which 
determines me to abſent myſelf, howe ver falſely delicate you may 
conſider this determination, | . | 


- 


„Iwill cheartully attend the enlarged Con,3mittee, whenever ſum- 


moned ; and permit me to add, that if any treaſonable plots ex. 


ited to my knowledge, which required peculla : Hort, I ſhould 
never withdraw myſelf from any ſituation, howevex irkſome, dan- 
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gerous, or even opprobrious, wherein I could be of the leaſt ſer. 
vice to my country. LY 

J remain, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS LA w. 


N“ 16, Weymouthſtreet. 


T underſtand, Mr. Urban, that the Chairman acknowledged with 
thanks the receipt of tlie preceding Letter, and, in the name of the 
Committee, deſired Mr. Law's attendance, whenever it might be 
convenient. For this anſwer Mr. Law returned his acknowledg- 


ments, declining however the invitation,“ as he differed very much 


* from ſeveral of the Committee upon fundamental principles.“ 
Having now ſtated what paſſed between Mr. Law. and the Com- 
mittee, I would aſk Mr, Reeves, what neceſſity there was for diſ- 
miſſing Mr. Law, after he had ſignified his intention, and ac- 
tually abſented himſelf from the Board? The motive alleged by 
him could not be the real one, as an abſentee was incapable & of 
« difiurbing the harmony of a Society, which required an entire 
4% confidence in its members.” Had not Mr. Law ſhewn that he 
was a zealous friend to his King and Country, by coming forward 
and aſſiſting the Aſſociation by every means in his power? Can 
then Mr. Reeves, or any member of the Aſſociation, entertain a 
doubt of Mr. Law's being actuated by a Principle of Honor, and 
that only, in. his diſſent from them ? and therefore, even ſuppoſing 
him under an error, ought not they to have ſhewn greater tender- 
neſs to the ſcruples of a conſcientious mind? Mr. Law did by no 
means ſtand fingle in his opinion. It has been ſince very ably 


i e and PR an Mes power might, perhaps, be 
; ſafcl 


ſer. 


W. 


et. 
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fac entruſted in the hands of Mr. Reeves and his Aſſociation, 
yet the Principle 1s undoubtedly * and contrary to ths 
ſpirit of our Conſtitution. 
Another reaſon aſſigned by the Committee, for their paſſing the 
Reſolution reſpecting Mr. Law, is, „ becauſe he publiſhed in a 
© common Newſpaper what related to their meetings,“ In an- 
ſwer to this 1 muſt obſerve, that the Committee of Secrecy, by 
refuling in a moſt unprecedented manner to enter Mr. Law's pro- 
poſals on their minutes, left him no other means of juſtification. 
He had returned from India with a charaQer vniverſally reſpected; 
it was very generally known that he was a Member, and alſo an 
active one, of the Crown and Anchor Aſſociation: he therefore 
owed it to his own character to declare thoſe reaſons, which had 
reluctantly compelled him to withdraw himſelf from their Com- 
mittee, | 
From this impartial review of the diEcrence between Mr. T. 


Law and the Crown and Anchor Aſſociation, I think every one 


who reads it muſt be convinced, that the diſgrace which they have 
ſo induſtriouſly but ineffectually endeavoured to affix upon Mr. 
Law's character does not fall upon him, but rather upon thoſe 
who ſtruck his name out of the Committee. 


I am, Mr. URRAN, 
Yours, &c. 


VIN DEX. 


XX 


NEW BOOKS printed by and for JOHIN NICHOLS, 
I. HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE. 


In the Preſs, in Two large Volumes, Folio, illuſiraled with Fngravings of Evpzr 
CHUKCH IN THE COUNTY ; the mt remarkable AN'TIQUITIES; ſome va. 
luabie PORTRAITS; many gurious Subjects in NATURAL HISTORY: Sc. Er. 


The HisTory and AxTiQuiT1Es of LEICESTER SHIRE: 


Compiled from the beſt and moſt antient Hiſtorians; Inquiſitiones poſt Mortem, 
and other valuable Records, in the TowER, RoLLs, ExCHBQUER, DUTCHy, and 
AUGMENTATION OFFICES; the Repiflets of the Dieyeſe of LiNCOLN; the 
Chartularies and Regifters of Religious Houſes; the PrtTIsH MUSEUM, the Lis 
braries of OXFORD and CAMBRIDGE, and other Public and Private Repoſitories, 
BY JO HN NIC H O L S, F,SA. EoIN B. & PzrTh, 
and Printer to the SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES of LONDON, = 

The Firſt Volume'is in great Forwardneſs at the Prefs, and will contain, 

1. The general PROLEGOMENA, DOMESDAY with a Tranſlation, a preat 
Variety of valuable Records Ecclefiaftical and Civil; IL The Hiſtory of th 
antient Town and Borough of LEICESTERR ;, III. The Hundred of Fraud 
| LAND; and, IV. That of GaRTRE; the Pariſhes being akphaberically arraoged, 

For the Second Volume (containing the Four remaining Hundreds of EAST 
GoscoTe, WEST GoscorE, GUTHLAXFON, and EiPARKENHOE). many 
Plates are already engraved and the Collections are completing as ſpeedily as the 
unavoidable. Delays attending this very laborious Species off Enquiry will permit, 

The whole Impreſſion is printed on a large and good Paper; but, for the Gra 
tification of the Curious, a few Copies are taken off on a R byal Size. 3 

* * Mr. NICHOLS takes this Opportunity of acknowledgi sg, with much Reſpect 
and Gratitude, the Receip: of many Literary Contributions, and of ſome valuable 
Drawings and Engravings. An Anlwer, however, is ſtill earpeſtly ſolicited 
from ſuch of the Clergy and others as have not already done him that Favour, 
to the Queries which have lieen long fince circulated through every Pariſh in the 
County. And Mr. Nichols beps Leave to ſuggeſt, that their moſt acceptable 
Communications wili be the remaikable Entries in the Pariſh-Regiſters, relative 
to Incumbents, antient Families, ſingular Events, &c. 3 correct Copies of Epi. 
taphs, or Drawings of Monuments, in the Churches; the Deſcent of Manerill 
or other Property in the Pariſh ; and the preſent State of its Population, Apti- 
culture, or ManufaQuures.—An able Draughiſman (if required) ſhall be ſent to 
any Nobleman or Gentleman who is diſp«ſed to add a View of his Family Man- 
Gon, or remarkable Monumental Memorials, to the Embelliſhments of this Hiſtory, 


II. In One Volume Folio, Price Tao Guineas and a Half in Boards, 


CUSTUMALE ROFFENSE; 

From a MS. in the Archives of the Dean and-Chapter of Rocheſter, 
To which are added, Memorials of the Cathedral Church ; and fome Account of 
the Remains of Churches, Chantries, &c. whoſe Inſtruments of Foundation and 
Endowment are, for the moſt Part, contained in the REGISTRUM ROFFENSE: 
With divers curious Pieces of Ecclefiaſtical Antiquity, hitheeto unnoticed, in the 
ſaid Dioceſe. The Whole intended as a SUPPLEMENT to that Work. IIIuſtrated 
with LVIII Copper Plates, from accurate Drawings, taken principally under the 
Editor's Inſpe tion. By JounN TrorPe, of Bexley in Kent, Eſq. M.A. F. S.A. 
A few Copies ſtill remain of the ReG18TRUM ROF FENSE, Price 11. 114.64 


III. The Two firſt Numbers of a new Work, under the Title of MISCELLA 
NEOUS ANTIQUITIES (in Continuation of the BIBLIOTHECA To?ocRkr 


PHICA BRITANNICA) ; vix. | ; 

1. MANDUESSEDUM ROMANORUM; being the Hiſtory and Antiquities a 
the Pariſh of Max cETER {including the Hamlets of HA&T$HILL, OLDBURT 
and ATHERSTONE], and alſo of the adjacent Pariſh of ANSLEY, in the County of 
WARWICK. By the late Mr. Benjamin BaRTLETT, F. S. A. enlarged and col: 
rected under the InſpeRion of ſeveral Gentlemen reſident upon the Spot. Pr. 105. 66 

2. A Sketch of the Hiſtory and Antiquittes of HAWKHE'&ST z upon the PI 
ſuggeſted in the Gentleman's Magazine, for procuring Parochial Hiſtories through 
out England. Price 28. YC) -. 9 / a. 
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